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charity registration no. 1059029
Volunteer Role Description

	Title of volunteer role:
	Play Assistant


	This role is primarily and solely around play.  The volunteer will not be expected or 
asked to do any other role during their hours at Richard House.  The role will not
 include any personal care or feeding.

	Responsible to:
	Team Leader/day to day to Play Service and Activities Co-ordinator

	Description of duties:


	· Under the direction of the Team Leader/Play Service and Activities Co-ordinator to participate in play and art activities with children.

· To support the Play and Care Workers in their role and assist in a programme of activities aimed at stimulating the developmental needs of the child/young person

· To record and communicate information as required, and to ensure that all information is dealt with appropriately.

· To attend statutory training sessions provided by Richard House Children’s Hospice
· Richard House will aim to utilise the specific skills of the volunteer in different aspects of play.

	Skills and qualities needed
	· Good communication skills ( essential)
· Second language skills (desirable)
· An ability to understand the needs of children and young people (essential)
· A positive attitude to working together with a team of staff in meeting the needs of the children (desirable)
· Experience of working with children (essential)
· An understanding and commitment to Equal Opportunities ( essential)
· Specialist play skill (desirable)

· Understanding the needs of children with complex profound multiple learning difficulties

	Time and content of preparation/training
	· Induction – 1 day

· Child Protection Training – ½ day

	Time involved in ongoing volunteering
	Due to the nature of this role volunteers should be able to commit themselves to at least one session per fortnight, although preferably one per week. By volunteering on a regular basis you will get to know the children, and develop a relationship with them. 

Volunteers will be placed on a rota. It is essential that you let us know if you are unable to make it to a session that you are scheduled to attend so that a suitable replacement can be found. This service is dependant upon the committed volunteers, who will provide much needed support to the regular paid staff.



	Requirements
	· Full interview
· At least two references satisfactory to Richard House

· Full disclosure 

· Proof of ID

· Willing to attend training updates
· Willing to attend regular supervisions (after every 4 sessions)

· Each volunteer is a subject to a review period of up to 3 months.
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